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Some of the interesting places to see and explore in this Gewog are:

Black-necked cranes

With its wide and gentle valleys, this Gewog is the winter home for the
rare and endangered black-necked cranes. There is a visitor center at
Dungzam that provides information about the cranes and the valley.
The area is also popular for winter visiting birds including ibisbills,
bar-headed geese and ducks. This site is only 8 kilometers away from
Trashiyangtse town and takes 30 minutes to reach by car.

Ludlow’s Bhutan Glory
(Bhutanitisludlowi)

This Gewog is also popular for butterfly tour.
Ludlow’s Bhutan Glory (Bhutanitisludlowi),
the national butterfly of Bhutan, is found in
Tobrang, a remote part of the Bumdelling
Wildlife Sanctuary. Listed as vulnerable under
the International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN), very little is known about the
butterfly species until now. It flies mainly in the
month of August, which is also the best time to
visit this place for butterfly tour.
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Rigsum Goenpa

Rigsum Goenpa is one of the oldest temples in the country. It is located
on a ridge with good a view of the Boomdeling valley and Trashi Yangtse
Dzong. The main relics include the statue of Jowo Shacha Muni, 100
volumes of Kanjur and the enlightening stupas of Lord Buddha. It is
believed that temple will give the same merit as visiting Lhasa Jowo
in Tibet. The monastery can be reached after one hour walk from the
nearest road point.

Dechenphodrang Ney

Dechenphodrang Nye is one of the sacred sites in the Gewog and is
popular among tourists and locals. There is a temple nearby where one
can view a narrow waterhole in the rock believed to be as deep as the
huge Tsenden (cypress) tree in close proximity. The Nye is about 4-5 hrs
walk from Rigsum Gonpa and half an hour from or to the end of the farm
road in Woogmanang valley. There is a campsite along the trail across
Woogmanang river.

Ramjar Gewog

This Gewog has only one VHS registered with TCB.

TOURISM COUNCIL OF BHUTAN
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Some of the places of interest in this Gewog are:

Dodril Goenpa

Dodril Goenpa is one of the sacred sites in Ramjar Gewog. This monastery
is 2 hours walk from the nearest road head and is a meditation center
which can accommodate up to 30 people. It is a perfect place to attain
mental peace and learn more about Buddhism.

Mongling Tsho

This lake is located around 2 hours walk from Ramjar Village. Locals
consider this lake as a sacred site and come here to make offerings on
auspicious days.

Ramyjer to Thongja trek

This is an easy trek and can be done in one day via the MonglingTsho.

The main attraction of this trek is that it offers an incredible view of the
lake and the surrounding valleys clothed in rich vegetation.

Toedtsho Gewog
This Gewog has only one VHS registered with TCB.
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The major tourist attractions in Toedtsho Gewog are:

Gongza Nye

Regarded as one of the holiest sites in Trashiyangtse, this lies along the
Gongri (Drangme) Chu. Guru Rimpoche is said to have visited this place
to subjugate a devil in the area. There is also a small lhakhang in the
area. The main relics include shoe of Guru Rimpoche and devil’s egg
and many other relics. The Nye is about 3 hours walk from the Doksum
town, 3 hours downhill from Jangphu village and 1 hour walk from the
gewog centre.

Omba Nye

Popularly known as the Taktshang of
eastern Bhutan, this Nye has letter OM on
the rock face. It is one of the three unique
holy places blessed by Guru Rimpoche, the
others being Aja and Hungrel where letter
AH and Hum can be seen. Omba is about
an hour and half walk from the nearest
road point. It can also be reached from
the gewog center after a three hour climb.
There are temples, caves, holy water and
sacred sites nearby which are worth a visit.

Nangkhar Lhakhang

Nangkhar Lhakhang is one of the important temples in Toedtsho Gewog.
It takes almost 1 to 2 hours to reach from Tsenkharla on foot. The annual
festival is held annually on every 10th traditional month of Bhutanese
calendar for three days.

TOURISM COUNCIL OF BHUTAN
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Yangtse Gewog
There are 2 registered VHS in this Gewog.
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Some of the main attractions in Yangtse Gewog are:

Festivals and Tshechus

There are numerous sacred sites and festivals
in this Gewog. Some of the popular festivals
which will be of interest to visitors are Bimkhar
Dongacholing tshechu on 10th day of 1oth
month of Bhutanese calendar, Banye Goenpa
tshechu on 7th-zoth day of 10th month of
Bhutanese calendar and Gangkhar tshechu
on 27th-3oth day of 6th month of Bhutanese
calendar.
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Chorten Kora

One of the religious sites in this Gewog is Chorten Kora constructed in
the style of famous Boudhanathstupa in Nepal by Lama Ngawang Loday
in 1740. It is believed that the chorten has remains of 8 year Dakini girl
from Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh who was sealed alive on her own free
will in the chorten as an offering.The people of Tawang come here for
circumambulation every year. The chorten is only three minutes’ walk
from Trashiyangtse town.

National Institute of Zorig Chusum

Established in 1997, this institute provides vocational training in 13
traditional arts and crafts. Students study thangka painting, embroidery,
sculpture, metalwork and woodturning. You can visit the institute and
watch the students at work. The showroom has a decent variety of
paintings, carvings, sculptures, bowls and masks for sale.

TOURISM COUNCIL OF BHUTAN



Located in central Bhutan, the Dzongkhag is bordered by Bumthang
Dzongkhag to the northeast, Wangdiphodrang Dzongkhag to the west
and Zhemgang Dzongkhag to the south. Historically, Trongsa is one of
the most important Dzongkhags in the country. Even today, the King
of Bhutan first becomes the Trongsa Penlop (governor) before being
named the Crown Prince and eventually the King.

Jigme Singye Wangchuck National Park is located in the Dzongkhag
and is home to many globally endangered rare flora and fauna. The
Monpas who are considered to be the first inhabitants of Bhutan reside
on the lower parts of the Jigme Singye Wangchuck National Park. The
Mangdechhu Hydroelectric project is also located in Trongsa Dzongkhag.
Some of the major attractions in the Dzongkhag are Chendebji chorten,
Trongsa Dzong, Taa Dzong, Thruepang palace, Kuenga Raten palalce,
etc. Trongsa Tsechu, which is held in in Decemeber/January also attracts
a large number of tourists.

The Dzongkhag consists of 5 Gewogs and as of now, there is only 1 village
homestay certified by Tourism Council of Bhutan in Nubi Gewog.

Nubi Gewog
This Gewog has only one VHS registered with TCB

TOURISM COUNCIL OF BHUTAN
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Popular attractions in Nubi Gewog are:

Trongsa Dzong

Trongsa is considered to be the largest and most impressive dzong in
the country. A small temple was first built by Nagi Wangchuk great
grandfather of Zhabdrung Nawang Namgayal on the spot where the
Dzong stands today. Later in 1644, the first governor of Trongsa, Chogyal
Minjur Tempa built the Dzong. At present the Dzong hosst Dratshang
Rabdey with 26 lhakhangs and the Dzongkhag Administration.

Royal Heritage Museum/Ta Dzong

Ta Dzong is a must visit place in Trongsa. Built in 1652 by the first
governor of Trongsa Chogyal Minjur Tempa, it served as a watch tower
overlooking Trongsa Dzong. The place is now converted into a state-of-
the Art Museum.

TOURISM COUNCIL OF BHUTAN



TAKING TOURISMTO THE TOP | VILLAGE HOME STAYS IN BHUTAN | 102

Trongsa Tshechu

Trongsa tshechu is one of the oldest tshechus in Bhutan. It is believed that
tshechus in other parts of Bhutan originated from Trongsa Dzongkhag.
The Tshechu is held during December or January and draws a large
number of tourists. On the last day, a Thongdrol is displayed.

View point to Trongsa Dzong hike

For the hiking enthusiast, there is an option to hike from the view point
to Trongsa Dzong. It is a two hour hike, following the traditional path,
which will take you down to Mangde chuu across the Baa Zam and up the
slope before reaching the dzong.

TOURISM COUNCIL OF BHUTAN



Wangdue Phodrang is one of the largest Dzongkhag in the country. It
covers an area of 4,308 sq. km with elevations ranging from 800-5800
m above sea level. Most of the Dzongkhag is part of the protected areas.
These include Wangchuck Centennial Park in the north, Jigme Dorji
National Park in the northwest and Jigme Singye Wangchuck National
Park in the southeast.

One of the major attractions in the district is the beautiful Phobjikha
valley. With wide and gentle valleys, this place is a winter roosting area
for the rare and endangered Black-necked cranes. The Black-necked
crane festival is observed annually to spread awareness on the cranes
and support the efforts to preserve the habitat of these beautiful birds.
It has become one of the popular events in the country and includes
performance by the local community and school children.

With its diverse climate and rich natural resources, Wangdue Phodrang
Dzongkhag is also home to rare and exotic animals like Red Pandas,
Tigers and Leopards. It is also known for a large number of rare birds
such as the Black Necked Crane, White-Bellied Heron and the Spotted
Eagle.

There are total of 30 Village Home Stays registered with Tourism Council
of Bhutan in Wangdue Phodrang.
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This Gewog has 17 VHS certified by TCB.
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Some of the major places to visit in Gangtey Gewog are:

Gangtey Goenpa is an important
monastery of Nyinmgapa school of
Buddhism, the main seat of the Pema
Lingpa tradition. Situated on the
hilltop, it offers an incredible view of
Phobjikha valley. Inside the complex,
there are 5 temples surrounding the
central tower. Gangtey tshechu is
held every year in the 8th month of
Bhutanese calendar for 3 days.
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Kumbu Lhakhang is located 1 hour walk to
northeast of Gangtey Goenpa after 3kms on
the rough road. It was founded by a lama
called Tsende Dewa, a proponent of the Bon
religious tradition.

Located towards south of Gangtey Goenpa, you have to walk for one
hour to reach the temple. It was founded by Lama Palden Gyeltshen and
the main relic includes the statue of Buddha.

Apart from monasteries, Gangtey
is also a perfect place for mountain
biking. Many tourists and locals
can be seen biking in and around
Gangtey and Phobjikha valleys
exploring and enjoying its natural
beauty and breathtaking scenery.

Among the treks, Gangtey Nature Trail is one of the popular treks and
can be completed in short time. It starts from the stone wall to the north
of the Goenpa and ends in Khewa Lhakhang. The other trek, which is a
longer version, commences from Gangtey Goenpa and passes through
villages before terminating in Kungathang Lhakhang.

TOURISM COUNCIL OF BHUTAN
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This Gewog has 13 VHS registered with TCB.
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Some of the major tourist attractions of Phobjikha are:

The black-necked crane information Centre is a must visit place in
Phobjikha. Equipped with a high power telescope, it is the best place to
catch the view of the cranes. The center also provides information on
the nature and culture of the area. There is a small gift shop, which sells
handicrafts produced by the local people.

Phobjikha is also a great place for trekking. There a number of trekking
options here. Some of the popular treks include Phobjikha — Kamechhu
trek (5 days), Phobjikha-Chuzom trek (3 nights) and Phobjikha-Wangdue
trek (65 kilometers).

TOURISM COUNCIL OF BHUTAN



ZHEMGANG DZONGKHAG

Zhemgang Dzongkhag is located in the south-central region of the
country. The Dzongkhag is a part of the wildlife corridor constituting
the famous Royal Manas National Park, the Jigme Singye Wangchuck
National Park, and Phrumshingla National Park. Zhemgang is one of
the three Dzongkhags with highest forest cover of 94.17 percent (LCMP
2016).

The Dzongkhag is noted for being one of the last regions where ancient
Bon (Animist) religious practices are still carried out but animal sacrifices
are replaced by Tormas (sacrificial images made of flour). The people of
Zhemgang are famous for their rich culture, particularly their folk songs
and dances. They are also well-known for their skill at crafting various
goods out of bamboo such as Bangchungs (matted bamboo bowls),
Palangs (alcohol containers), Balaks (hats), mats and boxes.

Zhemgang is home to 495 species of birds including the endangered
White Bellied Heron (Ardea insignis) making it one of the ideal
destinations for birding tour. Zhemgang is also popular for having a large
number of Royal Bengal tigers and Golden Langurs in the country. With
its diverse and rich natural heritage, the Dzongkhag has the potential to
become a major destination for the nature based-tourism.
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Nangkor Gewog has 2 VHS approved by the Tourism Council of Bhutan.

) Tshewang Buthri
© Buli

s 17544554

8 Tshering Yuden

© Buli

Ry 77444780

]
y

o e B e
£% Attractions Q W ©

Some of the major places to visit in Nangkor Gewog are:

Buli Lhakhang is located in the middle of the
Buli village. It is believed that the temple was
constructed by Terton Dorji Lingpa in 14th
century. The main relics include the statues
of Guru Padamasambhava, Zhabdrung
Rinpoche, Dorje Sempa (Buddha Vajrasattva)
and Avalokiteshvara. The other major sacred
sites in Nangkor Gewog are Dungkar Nye and Kikhar Khandro Nye.

TOURISM COUNCIL OF BHUTAN
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Located towards the
southwestern part of the
village, the lake is believed to
be the seat of the protecting
deity Tshomen Kuntu Zangmo
(Buli Moenmo). The deity is
represented in half human
body with many hooded
snake canopies over her head
and lower body coiled like
a snake. The people of Buli worship and make offerings at the lake to
accumulate merit, cure illness and ward off ill luck. Lately, the portrait
Moenmo has been included in the wall paintings (dhebri) of famous Buli
Lhakang and a separate portrait (kathrab) of the Moenmo has also
been consecrated. The best time to visit the Tsho is from December to
August. The lake remains closed to visitors from 1stday of 8thmonth to
15thday of the 10thmonth of Bhutanese calendar.

This Lhakhang is located in the place where Tertoen Pema Lingpa had
pitched his tent when traveling from Bumthang. The main relic of the
temple is the Guru Dragmar. It is also said that Pema Lingpa resided
there and the circular stone wall where he did blacksmithing can still
be seen today. His works include the metal pan used for preparing
buckwheat pancake(khulay), which has his thump print.

The other major sacred sites in Nangkor Gewog include Dungkar Nye,
Kikhar Khandro Nye, Tali Shedra,and Duekhor Chorten.

TOURISM COUNCIL OF BHUTAN
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As of now, Trong Gewog has only one VHS certified by TCB.
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Among others, the main tourist attractions in Trong Gewog are:

Zhemgang Dzong is the administrative centre of Zhemgang district. It
was founded by Lama Zhang Dorje Drakpa who came to Bhutan from
Tibetin the 12th century. Lama Zhang is considered the greatest Buddhist
saint to have settled at present day Zhemgang. The Dzong sits beautifully
on a ridge facing the village of Trong and the town of Zhemgang.

TOURISM COUNCIL OF BHUTAN
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Zhemgang Tshechu is one of the biggest annual festivals held in the
Dzongkhag. Locals along with the tourists gather at Zhemgang Dzong to
watch the Tsehchu and make offerings to Guru Rinpoche and the other
deities. The main attraction of this religious festival is mask dance which
is performed here by the Buddhist monks as well dance and songs by the
other local villagers.

Some of the worth visiting heritage villages in Zhemgang are Trong
heritage village, and Dangkhar heritage village. Trong village is located
above Zhemgang Dzong and popular among tourist due to clustered
settlements with traditional two-storied stone structures with wooden
door and windows. The village is preserved and promoted as a heritage
village to retain its traditional beauty.

Dangkhar heritage village with traditional stone houses also offer a

unique and thrilling experience to visitors. The village is located below
the highway before reaching the Zhemgang Dzong.

TOURISM COUNCIL OF BHUTAN
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Located in a secluded area, Dangkhar Menchu is managed by Dangkhar
Community Forest Committee. It is believed that the menchu has existed
since four hundred years ago and is said to cure various ailments.

The garden is under the care of Zhemgang Forest Division and is located
2 KMs from Tingtibi. The garden has an Orchiderium, tree nursery and

short hiking trails. The garden is an ideal spot for picnicking with canopy
and resting sites. One can enjoy the best serene environment during the
spring season (March-May).
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